EDITORIAL 
by Hal Nason 


Welcome to the latest edition of BRACEBITS! [I would like to 
take this opportunity to urge all aenbers of B.R.A.C.E. to 
attend the next meeting of B.R.A.C.E. this coaing Tuesday, 
October 20, 1987 at the usual tiae and place. We are holding 
the elections of our officers. Several of the offices have 
more than one candidate. Please come to the meeting and vote 
for the candidate(s) of your choice. It’s your club and the 
officers chasen will affect the growth of B.R.A.C.E. for the 
next year and, possibly, for years to come. So, come out and 
let your voice be heard! 


Another reason to come to the next aeeting is to witness our 
‘progran this month. After the election, Charles Ross will 
bring in his 1040ST for a demonstration of the SY. Bring a 
friend! This aay help you sell your allotment of raffle 
tickets when your guest sees what a great coaputer the ST is!! 


I would like to thank Gary Stinnett and Greg Parsons for their 
help in getting ay XN-301 aodem repaired for ae. Greg secured 
the necessary resistors for ae and Gary was kind enough to do 
the installation for me. And, yes, the fix we recently 
published for the XH-301 aodea does work!! My aodem is as 
good as new. THANKS AGAIN GREG AND GARY!!! 


And, by the way, did you know that if Nolan Bushnell had had 
his way, you would be the proud owners of a Syzygy coaputer? 
Well, fortunately, that nane was already being used by a 
roofing company in California. In case you didn’t know where 
the name, Atari, comes from, Atari means “check” in the gaae 
of GO. After Nolan’s first choice was rejected, he submitted 
three of his favorite 60 expressions as the nase for his new 
company. So, some clerk in the office of The California 
Secretary of State chose the nage “Atari" froa the possible 
choices of sente, atari, and hanne. I don’t know about you, 
but I aa aost grateful that this unknown person chose Atari. 
I just don't think I would be very comfortable being a 


Hanneian cr a Senteian. But, 1 sure aa proud to be an 


Atarian!! 


I learned aneee interesting tidbits from reading the book ZAP! 


The Rise and Fall of This book was 
written in 1984 before re the atari conputer line was very 
successful. Warner Comsunications stil] owned Atari and had 
not yet introduced the XL series of computers, auch less sold 
the company to Jack Tramiel. Obviously, Atari either did nat 
really fall or has experiences a resurrection. Now Hr. Cohen 
was convinced that Atari’s fortunes rested solely on the 
success of its Video Games, thus, the belief that Atari had 
fallen. fr. Scott believed that the home cooputer sarket 
would not take off, and aven if it did, 1t would be dominated 


¥. 


OCT. 1987 


BRACEBITS 2 


Nee be 


NO. 10 


by computer companies, like Apple, IBM, and tne likes. 
Certainly, no gaae sachine company could succeed in the 
computer market, after all, all coaputers are virtually alike 
and games played on thea would show no difference in the way 
they played. Well, we know that Mr. Scott was wrong about 
this. Coleco’s Adam failed, but Atari is alive and well!! 


I would recommend the reading of Hr. Scott’s book. But, only 
as an interesting book about the birth of Atari and sone 
interesting tidbits about the people connected with the 
building of Atari. 


DISCLAIMER 


BRACEBITS is published aonthly by B.R.A.C.E. (Bluegrass Region 
Atari Coaputer Enthusiasts) of Lexington kentucky. Ail 
contents, unless otherwise noted, are public domain and 
available for duplication. This newsletter is created by and 
for dues paying aeabers of B.R.A.C.E. It is also available on 
an exchange basis with any other Atari users group. Neither 
B,R.AC.E. nor BRACEBITS is affiliated with the Atari Corp.. 
Atari and the FUJI symbol are registered trademarks of Atari 
Corp. Any reference to any tradewark should be so noted and is 
acknowledged. The articles in this newsletter are the opinions 
of the authors and do not necessarily reflect that of the 
officers or the group. 


Any dues paying aeaber of 2.R.A.C.E. may subait an article to 
the editor for publication. The deadline for submissions is 
the first Tuesday of the month the newsletter is due out. 
Articles say be edited and/or published at the discretion of 
the editor. Articles aay be mailed to Hal Nason, 258 E. High 
St. 29, Lexington, KY 40508 or subaitted via aodea to HONELINK! 
BBS (606)271-5468. AtariWriter is the preferable foraat, but 
any ASCII format will be acceptable. 


B.R.A.C.E. meets the third Tuesday of the aonth at 7:00 p.a. 
The site of the meeting each month will be in rooa NN 243 
University of Kentucky Hedical Center. The public is welcose 
to attend our meetings but access to the library and the 
newsletter are limited to dues paying members of B.R.A.C.E. 
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PRESIDENTIAL SUITE 
Phillip Taylor 


The first bit of business that we need to cover this aonth is 
the situation that has been developing with the younger 
contingent in our group. It is painfully apparent that sose 
of these aeabers are disrupting the aeeting to the detrisent 
of the other members. One disruptive act tends to breed 
athers and soon chaos erupts. To avoid this I have talked to 
certain younger geabers and have hopefully cose to some sort 
of solution. 


It has been decided that the younger members of the group are 
no longer going to be disruptive during the aeetings. 


To insure this I have developed, with input from other 
meabers, a systea that would encourage this direction. 


1, The person who is chairing the meeting would be able to 
iapose the following sanctions against a meaber for disruptive 
behavior. 


The sanctions ares 
a. Loss of participation points. 
b. Loss of library privileges for one seeting, 
C. Ejectaent from the aeeting. 


If such activity is continuous, the aembership, on the sotion 
of any meaber, aay sove to suspend the meabership of the party 
who is disruptive. On the aajority vote of the oenbers 
present, the party’s agmbership aay be suspended for a period 
not to excead 2 months. 


I do understand the probleas of the younger sembers however. 
Many of thea get to see each other eye to eye only during 
Brace meetings. Many of their interests differ froa the 
interests of the older aembers. Therefore A YOUNG PERSONS SIG 
Will be established and it will aeet after the reqular aeeting 
has been ajourned. This sig will be a way for young people to 
interact among theaselves without disrupting the sain aeeting. 
HOWEVER, it is not the purpose of the Young Persons Sig to be 
a free-for-all recess tine, There will be no violence or loud 
noises or horseplay allowed during this time. What will be 
allowed is constructive interaction between people of the saae 
age group. A time to discuss games, who got to what level on 
what game, what is the latest gossip on what board, etc. 


It is Brace’s hope to encourage the youth in our group to 
become aore involved with their coaputer. It is also Braces 
hope that all the embers are able to enjoy the sesting and 
get something constructive from it. 


Speaking of that, Charles Rose is going to be demonstrating 
sose of the stuf? that an ST can do. It is ay hope that this 


will help ail of you to be more successful with your ticket 
Sales, 


Regeaber, a $50.00 cash bonus is available to the top seller of 
tickets so SELL SELL SELL! 


Once again, I hope that the problea with the young meabers will’ 
be solved at this next meeting since I do not want <o impose: 
any sanctions against anyone. However, if I see a need to, I 
will. 


ST CORNER 
by Charles Ross 


Welcome to ST Corner. I hope this coluan will be a place that’ 
will answer any questions, as well as infora St users to new 
products and prograas that will aake coaputing sore enjoyable. 
This aonth I decided to tackle the question of, "Why should I 
get an ST?" 


Hhen 1 bought ay ST, I bought it for three reasons. I needed 
Sixteen-bit speed, I wanted intricate programs with incredible 
graphics, and I knew that Atari was a name I can trust. But 
the question of what to do with ay B-bit Atari had ce 
hestitating. Nevertheless, I bought a 1040 ST, not werying 
about trashing ay trusty 800. After laying down the acney, to 
ay Surprise the aan who sold ae the coaputer said, "Do you have 
an 8-bit?" I responded that I did, and was proaptly handed a 
public domain Atari B-bit eaulator.* Now this eaulator bit was 
a little new to ae, but sure enough it ran 68-bit prograns, 
though a bit slow, it still could run the classics that haven’t 
been ported over to the ST. 


Later I acquired from the public doaain, software eaulators for 
Apple Il, and CP/M... But the toppers are two copyrighted 
prograas, which are well worth their money. Magic Sac is a 
hardware emulator that runs all Macintosh Software right off 
the shelf, since it is already on 3.1/2 disks. This eaulator 
runs faster than the Hac, and shows better graphic resolution. 


The last one? This is sy favorite. It’s called PC-Ditto, and 
you quessed right, it emulates the IBM PC. This is an 
incredible program. It is purely software based, saking tor a 
low cost and runs at about 80% speed of the IBM PC. It’s just 
amazing to see Lotus 123 running on an ST. But why you ask, do 
I need programs from these other coaputers? Well, just look 
around, every cosputer has its certain ace in the hole. The 
IBM, for example, has the largest selection of software than 
any systea, now you can have full access to these prograns 
without shelling out the money for another computer. What I’s 
trying to say is, The ST is the most versatile computer around. 
No other systea has such a variety of applications at such ¢é 
low cost. 


RE-ELECT PHILLIP TAYLOR 
For President. 


Why aa I running for re-election. Probably it is due to some 
genetic problea or perhaps some sort of mental disease. 


Well, in any event, I aa running for re-election. Unlike our 
Kentucky candidates for gavenor, I am not going to sake 


promises that I can’t keep. What I will do is tell you what | 


direction I feel the club ought to be going. I think that 
BRACE is at a real crossroads. The direction we take now will 
shape the future for the club. We have already eade a lot of 
progress in our club since our birth a year and a half ago. 
We now have a aonthly newsletter. We have a better library 
with a growing collection of commercial software. We have 
taken on several fund raisers successfully. We now have a 
disk subscription to ANTIC. 


We have also had a few problems, such as the one I mentioned 
in the Presidential Suite this aonth. However such probleas 
are to be expected with any group. I hope that I have solved 
this last problem successfully. The only other aajor problea 
that we have had as a group has been lack of enthusiasua. 
However this has been picking up due, in large part, by the 
institution of the Participation Point systes. 


My goals for the future are, increased membership, a bigger 
library, an ST Sig, a 24 hour BBS for BRACE exclusively and 
more orderly meetings. 


Thanks for you support. 


VICE PRESIDENTIAL PLATFORM 
by Hal Nason 


I?ll try to keep ay bid for ay return to the office of Vice 
President of B.R.A.C.E. as short as possible. | have been 
Vice President only a few aonths, but I feel that | have 
achieved quite a bit in those few aonths of being in office. 
First of all, it was ay idea to institute the points system 
in order to encourage gore active participation in the 
activities of B.R.A.C.E. by our meabers. This systea has been 
accepted and iaplemented. It’s success speaks for itself. 
Next, I would like to point out that I was instrumental in the 
expansion of our library in two ways: (1) the points systea 
has resulted in a large nuaber of donations to the library of 
commercial and public dowain software as well as quite a few 


books and magazines and (2) the recent purchase of three 


commercial games i.e. Lurking Horrors, etc. And finally, I 
was also instrumental in the recent drive for a disk 
subscription to ANTIC, which was the aagazine chosen by the 
group for the subscription. Thus, I stand on ay record and 
ask for your vote to retain ae in the office of Vice President 
of B.R.A.C.E. 


REMEMBER TO SET 
YOUR CLOCKS BACK 
THIS MONTH! - 


Why I Think I Bould Make a Good Secretary 
by Chris Dotson | 


I think I would aake a good secretary. 1 probably would not be 
better than Norma, but 1711 try ay best. 


I can type well and ay spelling and gramear are both pretty 
good (we certainly want the minutes to be readable!) I also 
end up going to the post office at least once a week, sol can 
get Brace’s mail frequently. I usually have enough free tise to 
respond to correspondence addressed to Brace and handle other 
such @atters. Above all, I want to be secretary. 


Now I need to go write ay acceptance speech. 
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Septeaber Lith Minutes 
By Norma Williaas 
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Gur aeeting was opened at 7:00 pa by our President, Phillip 
Taylor, announcing that our Antic Magazine disk subscription 
has been ordered. 


me 
yy 


Next case a report fro Pat Dandridge with a large amount of 
new software that was donated to the library at this sonths 
meeting. 
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A report from Hal Nason on the newsletter was given. He told 
us that he had received alot of new articles from cur aeabers 
this past aonth. He was not able to use all of the articles 
‘submitted but would be able to use them in the future. 


70 Shh YOUR 
TIRKETS FOR 


And were off....57 Raffle started this aonth. A CASH prize of 
$50, will be given to our top ticket seller. The drawing will 
be at our Noveaber 15th eaeeting. 


Phillip taok over and accepted norinations for the officer 
positions. The elections will be at our October 20th seeting. 
The nominees are: 


l, 
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President Brian Landers 
PRL Lip Taylor 
ra M4 
Vice President Hal Nason wr ~ on 
Brian Landers Re HM Mn Mn We Hm We Hoe Ma Mm Ma Me WW Ne Ne ee 
Treasurer Pat Dandridge 
Secretary Chris Dotson B.R.A.C.E. POINTS TOTALS 
Stanley Bundy 
Joe Tackett . JOE TACKETT 1 
BRIAN LANDERS 85 
Qur demonstration this aonth was given by Chris Dotson. Chris NORMA WILLIAMS 67 
started with Atari-toon. This program allows you to create HAL NASON 48 
cartoons. He also showed us a file called LeBreak which can PHILLIP TAYLOR 20 
be used to create messages for BBS’s using the Atascii CHRIS DOTSON 13 
characters. His next progras was called Derilizer. This BOB ELLIOT 13 
prograa will convert picture files created with the Koala Pad J.T. HCELMURRAY 13 
into an Atascii file. He ended his denonstration with a CHARLES ROSS 10 
character set editor prograa. PAT DANRIDGE 19 
6. BARTENHAGEN 10 
Qur aeeting ended with Brian Landers winning the door prize STAN BUNDY 7 


and checkouts froa the library. 
These totals are current as of October 15, 1987. 


Library Bits 
by Patricia £. Danridge 


September was a banner aonth for donations from BRACE members. 
We have a nuaber of game cassettes available for your playing 
pleasure thanks to Joe Tackett and Norma Williams. Some of 
thea include Chess, Centipede. Buck Rogers, Scraa and Chicken. 
In the reala of utilities, we now have Print Shop and Synfile 
Plus (Noraa’s donations) as well as the INDUS GT Spreadsheet 
and Word Processor progragss (Brian Landers’ donations), among 
other software. Thanks to Joe Tackett, the five aost recent 
Analog issues (from April to September) have been added to the 
library collection. 

As concerns points for Septeaber, Joe Tackett and Noraa 
Williaas are tied at 50 points each, with Brian Landers 
following close behind with 30 points. A report will be made 
on the current tally of points at the aeeting. 


A brief disclaimer: not all software and hardware donated 
last tise will be available due to space problems and a 
shortage of blank disks (currently on order), Please be 
patient. as es 


The downfall of the 8-bit 
by Joe Tackett 


What type computer was it that was destroyed in the Star frek’s 
TV series, "the return of the Archons"? What type was used to 
ALWAYS beat Spock in chess in Star Trek? These questions were 
brought up to ae in a dream I had, and J decided to dig around 
some Star jrek novels, and finally I came to the conclusion 
that they are Atari’s. 


Yes, Atari has a good chance of lasting many centuries, but the 
weird thing was, they were probably PC clones made by Atari. 
Yes, Atari has stooped so low as to sake Pc ciones, this has 
lead to the discontinuance of the original PC. It’s really too 
bad, Jack Tramiel (the manager of Atari) has done great things 
for the Atari coaputers, but, alas, he has turned into a aoney 
grubbing little snob that will probabally lead to the downfall 
of the Atari 8-bit computer. The only thing left to do is to 
write letters to Atari protesting the slow but sure fall of the 
B-bits, but aany are too busy pirating to read this, and that 
is the reason why the fall of the S8-bit is inevitable, 
Although it is too late to save the B-bit, hopefully this 


article will change a few people’s minds (as saall as they aay 
be), 
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